Fight for Israel Through Prayer and Praise

halom from Jerusalem! On

December 27, 2008, Israel launched

a military offensive called “Opera-
tion Cast Lead” against the terrorist regime
Hamas in the Gaza Strip. On January 3,
2009, the Israeli Defense Forces entered
the battle on the ground. Finally, due to
increasing pressure from the international
community, rising numbers of casual-
ties and wounded on both sides, and the
upcoming U.S. presidential inauguration
on January 20, Israel pulled its ground
troops out on January 18 and declared a
unilateral ceasefire.

Did Israel go far enough in its battle
against the terror and rockets of Hamas,
an Islamic terrorist organization, or are
there more battles and wars to come on
the horizon? The Bible holds the keys to
understanding.

The Jewish prophet Amos wrote,
“Woe to you who put far off the day of
doom, who cause the seat of violence
to come near” (Amos 6:3, NKJV). The
ancient Hebrew word for what our Eng-
lish Scriptures translate as “violence”
is the word hamas. In fact, many of the
Hebrew Scriptures use the word hamas
wherever it says “violence.”

Is this purely coincidence, or is it a
prophetic key to battling the power of
violence and terror? We must realize that
going to battle against terrorism with
purely military means will not in itself
win the day. Remember Ephesians 6:12:
“For we do not wrestle against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this age, against spiritual hosts of wick-
edness in heavenly places.”

Hamas does not represent simply an
Islamic resistance entity, as they refer to
themselves. They are actually a demonic
power being used as Satan’s instrument
to perpetrate violence and terror against
Israel, both Jews and Christians alike, and
spread that force of evil to the nations.

Amos rebukes the nations for put-
ting off a confrontation with this power.
In today’s terms, he is referring to the
United Nations, the European Union,
Russia, the United States and all the
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countries or groups of nations that can
do something about the situation rather
than appeasing it.

How can the nations on one hand call
Hamas a terror organization and on the
other hand force Israel to negotiate with
terrorists? This is ludicrous and will only
fuel the progress of terror and violence
to the next battle. Psalm 140:11 says,“Let
not a slanderer
be established
in the earth; let
evil hunt the
violent [hamas]
man to over-
throw him.”
Appeasement
of
ideologies and

terrorist
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the
of
throughout the

cancer
violence

world.
Yeshua/
Jesus is quoted
in  Matthew
24:37 saying,
“‘But as the
days of Noah

were, so also

will the coming of the Son of Man be.”
What is it about the days of Noah that
brought God’s judgment to the earth?
Genesis 6:11-13 answers that question:

“The earth also was corrupt before
God, and the earth was filled with violence
[hamas]. So God looked upon the earth,
and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had
corrupted their way on the earth.And God
said to Noah, The end of all flesh has come
before Me, for the earth is filled with vio-
lence [hamas] through them; and behold, I
will destroy them with the earth.”

I would encourage Jewish and Chris-
tian believers, during this critical time in
the last days, to take up the call to arms—
in prayer, praise and proclamation. As the
physical forces of Israel battle the power of
terror and violence in the Middle East to
preserve the freedoms we cherish and seek
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to maintain, let us take up the battle cry of
the prophet Isaiah:“Violence [hamas] shall
no longer be heard in your land, neither
wasting nor destruction within your bor-
ders; but you shall call your walls Salvation
[ Yeshua] and your gates Praise” (Is. 60:18).

As founder of the charitable, nonprofit
ministry Vision for Israel & The Joseph
Storehouse, I recognize that even in “the

midst of judgment, there is mercy.”” One

good way to let the light of God’s love in
us reach others is through acts of kindness
and giving. Psalm 140:11-12 says,“Let evil
hunt the violent [hamas] man to overthrow
him. I know that the Lord will maintain
the cause of the afflicted, and justice for the
poor.” Let us fight this battle in the heavens
and reveal His kingdom on earth.
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